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Thursday 15th July 2021 

 

Relationships and Health Education Consultation 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Our relationships and health education curriculum consultation ended on Friday 2nd July 2021.  A 
big thank you to everyone who took the time to contact school with their views and ideas about the 
new curriculum.  We aim to incorporate some of the suggestions into our curriculum and policy.   
 
Summary of responses 
 
The majority of responses were positive and supportive of the curriculum reflected in comments 
such as: 
 
‘It all looks really sensible to me and covers loads of really important topics.’ 
 
‘I have read through this, it looks very comprehensive and covers, in my opinion, a large array of 
important topics, thanks for consulting me on this and good luck delivering it to pupils!’ 
 
‘It really gives me hope for the future that children are learning about things like the social model of 
disability, relationship boundaries, consent and same-sex adoption.’ 
 
‘I really wish that my school had run something like this in the 1980’s! Thank you so much for giving 
such a lovely grounding in how to participate in the world in a caring and assertive way.’ 
 
We had one response from a parent worried about their right to withdraw their children from RHE 
lessons.  I would like to clarify that parents have the right to request that their child be withdrawn 
from sex education delivered as part of the RHE curriculum; however this does not include those 
statutory elements set out in the science national curriculum. There is no right to withdraw children 
from relationships or health education lessons.  Please click here for more information. 
 
At Westways, sex education is delivered in Years 5 and 6 in association with BigTalk Education as 
part of the Growing Up Safe Programme.  Parents/carers have the right to request that their child 
be withdrawn from some or all elements of sex education within our curriculum – a letter will always 
be sent prior to these lessons taking place. 
 
Other responses included suggestions and thoughts about the content of the curriculum.  Some 
parents asked about the way gender identity issues will be taught.  I can confirm that our curriculum 
challenges gender stereotypes and teaches the value of respect and differences.  Another 
suggestion was that we should include references to children who live in more than one home due 
to family circumstances and acknowledge solo parents as part of the Year 2 lesson ‘Are all families 
the same?’ 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-science-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-science-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-education-relationships-and-sex-education-rse-and-health-education/introduction-to-requirements#:~:text=new%20legal%20framework.-,Right%20to%20be%20excused%20from%20sex%20education%20(commonly%20referred%20to,as%20part%20of%20statutory%20RSE%20.


 
Thank you to everyone who responded to our consultation and for your contributions to our 
curriculum.  Your views are important to us. Our curriculum and policy will be updated and published 
on our website in the near future.  In the autumn term, BigTalk Education will be working in our 
school to complement our RHE curriculum.  Talks for parents/carers will take place on Tuesday 2nd 
November prior to BigTalk Education working with children – more information will follow in the new 
academic year and I do hope you are able to join us. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs S Fearnehough 
Executive Head teacher 
  

 


